Sergeant Leatherman inputs some data to a student's
education record.

credits can possibly be used toward degrees through
civilian universities and colleges.

"Education services specialists answer their ques-
tions about education programs and courses they're
interested in," he said. "We calculate how many
credits they've already earned, and establish their
education records."

After determining how many credit hours the ap-
plicant already has, education services specialists
help the student find the program that best fits
their needs. This includes administering CDC end-of-
course tests, the College Level Examination Pro-
gram (CLEP) and other entrance examinations free
of charge.

"Our education programs operate both on and off
base. On-base programs are often run by out-of-state
educational institutions using the base as a campus.
On-base college counselors help the students register
for class, and education services specialists assist the
students with their tuition assistance and Veterans
Administration (VA) benefits.

"Off-base college counselors meet the students on
the schools' local campuses, and they often have
their own VA representative to help the student
with tuition. We still assist them with the Air Force
Tuition Assistance Program, however."

Education services specialists work with GI Bill
programs as well as tuition assistance. The students'
choice of program is determined by when they
entered the service and whether they plan to save
their GI Bill benefits for when they get out of the
service.

Records of students entered in off-duty education
are closely monitored by education services
specialists to make sure students maintain an accep-
table grade point average.

Sergeant Leatherman helps a prospective student with
education paperwork.

Most education services specialists enter the career
field with prior experience in another Air Force
specialty. "One of the nice things about this job is
the blending of Air Force specialties in the educa-
tion office," Leatherman explained. "We've already
experienced situations the students may be going
through, such as temporary duty assignments and
shift work. We have had to arrange our own off-duty
college schedules around our work schedules."

The job doesn't stop at establishing the students'
education files. Education services specialists make
sure classrooms are available, and arrange for audio-
visual equipment. Stateside, the job is mostly admin-
istrative with very little counseling involved.
Overseas, however, education services specialists
become involved in all aspects of the education
office. This includes counseling students, surveying
the people assigned to the base to determine what
courses are needed, and establishing course
schedules for each semester or quarter.

"The job is more demanding overseas, but it's also
more rewarding," Leatherman said. "We become
more involved in the process of helping someone
achieve their dream of obtaining a college educa-
tion." O
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